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Fr. Chris Christensen grew up in a Navy family, and after spending time with his family in
Washington, Florida, California, and Japan, he finally moved to Northern Virginia, where his
family still resides. He attended St. Thomas Aquinas Regional School in Woodbridge for middle
school and went on to Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology in Alexandria
(2002). He graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 2006 with majors in Philosophy and
Japanese language, and was commissioned as a Naval Officer through the NROTC Program.
From 2006 to 2008, he served on the USS Blue Ridge (LCC-19) in Yokosuka, Japan as a Surface
Warfare Officer. In 2008, he entered seminary for the Diocese of Arlington and spent 6 years at
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia. Since his priestly ordination in June 2014, he has
served at 3 parishes as Parochial Vicar — John the Apostle, Leesburg (June 2014 — Nov 2015), the
Cathedral of St. Thomas More, Arlington (Nov 2015 — June 2020), and St. Leo the Great, Fairfax
(June 2020 — June 2021). He arrived at St. Rita in June 2021. It is his first assignment as Pastor,
and he is loving every minute of it!



