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The luxury liner
S. S. President
Coolidge was
built by the
Dollar Steamship
Company in
1931. She was
launched,
christened by the
late President
Coolidge's wife,
Mrs. Grace
Coolidge. She
was the largest
passenger ship
constructed in
America.

Built by Newport
News
Shipbuilding
Drydock
Company in
Newport News,
Virginia, the
Coolidge was 654
feet 3 inches
long (a waterline

- of 615 feet) and

had a gross
(displacement)

& 0f 21,936 tons.
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Thisis a Time
magazine ad from
August 13, 1931
advertising the
maiden voyage of the
S. S. President
Coolidge, the world’s
largest all-electricity
liner.
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43rd Infantry
Division

Executive

Order No. 8633 103" Field

Artillery
Regiment

The S. S. President Coolidge
was pressed into service,
relieved of her luxuries, and
painted gray.
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Vanuatu is an archipelago of 82
islands (65 inhabited) situated
southeast of the Solomon Islands,
west of Fiji, and northeast of New
Caledonia.

The islands cover 810 miles from
north to south and are volcanic in
origin with active volcanoes on land
and undersea in the vicinity. Mount
Tabwemasana on the island of
Espiritu Santo is the highest point in
Vanuatu at 6,165 feet. Tropical
forest covers most of the islands
though there is a relatively small
number of flora and fauna species.



November, 1942

Marines rest in a
field on
Guadalcanal.

The Coolidge was
transporting
soldiers to relieve
these men.




October 26, 1942
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1. Bringing up Elwood: 2012-2016




Bringing Elwood Home

Francis Euart at the St. Francis
Cemetery, in Smithfield, R.I. on
Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2016, with
full military honors. According to
one of Capt. Euart’s nephews,
Paul Vallee, of Bethel, Vermont,
Winifred Euart kept a photo

of Capt. Euart on her bedside
table her entire life and it was a
family decision to bury him with
his parents.

On Oct. 26, 1942, in the
South Pacific, when the USS
President Coolidge, carrying
5,440 men bound for the island
of Espiritu Santo struck two
friendly mines in the mouth of
the channel, Captain Henry
Nelson, the ship's commander,
ordered the ship be beached
in order to safely evacuate the
men. Nearly all the ship's com-
pliment, including Capt. Euart,
made it safely ashore. But when

"~ AHERD'S RETURN HOME

Captain Elwood J. Euart
1914 -1942

By 1st Lt. Mark Incze, Commander, 110th Public Affairs Detachment

Euart heard there were men still
trapped below, he headed back
aboard to render assistance.
Euart remained aboard the
badly listing ship, rescuing
trapped service members below
decks. Euart was credited for
saving several service members
that day. As the time passed,
the ship slipped off the coral
reef and settled in deeper water
and eventually sank, trapping
Capt. Euart, where he remained
for more than 70 years undis-
turbed in Espiritu Santo’s harbor
until 2013. In that year, a team
of civilian recreational divers
happened upoen his remains.
After positively identifying the
remains with DNA testing, the
United States Army deployed
a dive team from Hawali to
recover him in 2015, where he
remained until funeral arrange-

ments were finalized.

“They say no one gets left
behind, and the Army has done
that. He's coming back to where
he should be," said Vallee.

Captain Elwood J. Euart was.
a true son of Rhode Island.
Born and raised in Pawtucket,
R.l., he spent his youth in the
Boy Scouts of America, eamn-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout. He
graduated from the Rhode Is-
land State College, now known
as the University of Rhode
Island, in the class of 1939.

Rhods Island National Guard leadarshin
render a hand salute as the rsmains of
Army Captain Ewood James Euart are
transferad from an aircraft at T.F: Green
Airpart in Warwick, Ri to a hurst that will
bring them to his final resting place. (U.S.

Amy National Guard prioto by Staff Sgt
Michael A. Simmons)

More than 70 years after his
heroic death, Captain Elwood J.
Euart, a Pawtucket R.1. native
and member of the 103d Field
Artillery Battalion, was received
by the Rhode Island National
Guard Funeral Honors team at
T.F. Green Airport, in Warwick,
R.I. for a dignified transfer of his
remains from the Departiment
of Defense into his family's care
on Saturday, Aug. 27, 2016.

A memeorial ceremony honor-
ing the life and sacrifice of Eaurt

20| Rhode Island National Guard

was held on Tuesday, Aug.

30, 2016, at the Keefe Funeral
Home in Lincoln, R.I. During
the ceremony, Brigadier Gen-
eral Christopher Callahan, the
Adjutant General, posthumous-
ly awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross and Purple Heart
Medals to the Evart family.
Rhade Island Governor Gina
Raimondo also presented the
Rhode Island Cross to the fam-
ily, the highest ranking Rhode
Island medal, for his heroic

actions in the South Pacific.
Members of the 103d Field
Avrtillery Battalion served as an
Honor Guard throughout the
ceremony maintaining a con-
stant vigil until Capt. Euart's
remains could be laid to rest for
the final time. Members of the
artillery battalion also served as
pallbearers for the movement
of their Waorld War Il breth-
ren. Capl. Euart was laid to
rest beside his parents, Win-
ifred Casey Euart and Elwood

Ocean State Guardian |21



2. Family

“The future of humanity passes by way of the 7
family.”

Pope St. John Paul Il (Familiaris Consortio, @




Mom and Dad,
Elwood, and

9 6 brothers and
sisters

Devout Catholic
Family

Bicycles a

Middle Class theSer Special Needs o
e Later Elwood had to help Ruth Euart

support the family.




The Providence Cycledrome




Motor Paced Cycling




A Description of the Slip-screen Created
in Motor Paced Cycling

“I was quite unable to measure the space we covered, or the time. |
only knew we were travelling quickly, very quickly, quicker and quicker.
The wind we created was not, as at first, an obstacle against which |
leaned with all my weight; it had become a whirling passage, a void
between two rushing sections of air. | felt them flowing at my right, at
my left, like two liquid walls, and when | tried to reach out an arm it
was pressed to my side by some irresistible force.”

--from The Diary of a Country Priest by Georges Bernanos,
Trans. Pamela Morris, NY: Carroll & Graf Publishers, Inc.
1937, reprint 1965: p. 237.



The Providence Cycledrome




The Providence Cycledrome
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STEAM ROLLER
1928

WORLD CHAMPIONS

Dayton
Yellowjackets
vs Providence
Steam Roller

1926




Elwood, Big G and the Cycledrome
(pages 33-36)




oo Being

CATHOLIC
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“The dignity and responsibility of the

Christian family as the domestic church, can Q
be achieved only with God’s unceasing aid,
which will surely be granted if it 1s humbly %

and trustingly petitioned in prayer” (59).
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Elwood was
%{ PAW
responsible for I‘

chores at home,

including the care of 2 o Tnraietir
his special needs

sister, Ruth. g

He went to camp at S B O
Yawgoog and was
an Eagle SCOUt' ERRICO, \\Iﬂ\l()‘ To:

Future Intenrions ( l et \I k er
BAND 1

He learned to swim

SENH 1

930

ERICKSON, HAROLD CONRAD ("Eric”")

at Slacks Pond.
(pages 23-25)

EUART, ELWOOD JOSEPH ("El")

Future Intentions—Undecided
BAND |, sSWIMMING N

Paul Choquette at
Yawgoog



Rhode Island State College

Elwood endured remaining at home

to help support his family, a tragic love,

and the devastation of the 1938 hurricane
that killed the family members of his friend.

A member of the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps (ROTC), he joined the R. I.
National Guard after college. sl EivedliseriiBar T8




Elwood

“The Christian family loudly proclaims
both the present virtues of the Kingdom
of God and the hope of a blessed life to
come”(52).
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+ Notifications
+ Rex Moli brings up Elwood

‘ Bringing up the
Subject of Elwood

In the days after
//
////
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Telegram to Mr. and Mrs. Euart




’ '1'724 Inf. A.P.0. 708 C/0 Postmaser, San Francisco

February 14, 1943
Dear Mr. M Mrs. m:

This is a letter which I have wanted to write to

you for some time, but censorship would not permit.
However, I finally obtained permission to ocarry out
my wish, . - '

As Chaplain of the 172d Inf. I was on the ship
with your son when he gave his all that others
might live. "Greater love than this hath ho man -
that he lay down his life for his friends!" This

war has produced and will produce many men of heroioc

courage; but it is my opinion and, I am sure, that
of every man on that ship, there will be no greater
hero than Captain Euart. .

When we were ordered to abandon the ship,
son was on deck and oould have easily, and with
honor, slid dowmn the ropes to safety. But with
that Courage and Love. which is more than human, he

went below to make certain that his boys were safely

gotting off the ship. I saw him there myself as I
went down to the brig, to make sure that the boys
there had been freed, and especially to check on a

montal patient whom I had visited a half-hour before

The ship had listed .to one side, and Capt. Buart
hed tied a rope about himself and fastened it to a
railing so that he ocould resocue many boys who were
unable to climbd up the slippery, water-fillea ship.
And he did resoue them - alll Then just as he had

ed nearly all of his strength in saving others
m of m-’fonw-orﬁoon were about to pull

him to safety, the ship went down with all three.
Somehow the others were shot up to the surface, but
Capt. Buart's body is still tied to bis post.

He died doing more than his duty. And his hercia
saorifice has instilled in us all a spirit whioh
will help every man in our combat team to carry on
for Captain Buart, and for our beloved Countryl

I"

s ——

His body 18 still with the ship, but his im-
mortal soul is with God. I am sure that you need
not worry about his spiritual safety.

It seems to me that Capt. Buart had a premonitiot
that he was soon going to Heaven. Although I had
met him through pather Cullion back in ocamp, I
oameé to know him very well on the ship, He had o
charge of the enlisted men's ~hall, and al-
though it was being used from early until
night, he to have it oleared for forty
minutes each rnoon 80 I ocould offer Mass. He
attended Mass and received Holy Communion oevery
day, incl the Feast of Christ The King, tne
day before his death.

Oaptein Buart completed his service to his
Country, and today he is in God's Heavenly Army.
Mnthmtmkhomthavobomnlmh
Him who set us the e in giving His Life
that others might live! Oaptain Ruart followed
that example even unto deathl

Just a few dayp before his death, Capt. Ruart
osmé to my stateroom and asked for something to
read. I gave him “The Song of Bernardette".
mvmmmgmt our ship went down - just
an hour before it struck the mines - he came
as I was hearing oonfessions, to return the book.
He had not quite .finished it, and asked to borrow
it | after we were ashore. I am sure that
St. Bernardette told him the rest of the story
that day in _heavenl

I remember very vividly how he asked me for a
oopy of "A Soldier's Prayer", whioh we say after
overy Masa. It is a little prayer that I have
asked every Catholic boy in our regiment.to recite
every da;. Pnotiuui every boy hed been .
'dogt. by some Iittle child belonging to the
Mohi 's Oruasde of Prayer"; and in return for
the ohild's dally prayer the soldier was to recite
this prayer dalily. I had a few blanks on my desk
for any other men who might wish .to be "adopted”
by the little ohildren, (Nearly every Catholio

. member of the regiment had filled out such blanks.)

-



From: Timothy Ritchie <timothyjritchie@gmail.com>

Dear Sister,

| have finally caught up with Rex, please find his response below.
Regards, Tim

. Yes, | am the one who found Elwood's remains.

. Yes, my friends call me Rex.

. I am fourty three years old.

. Yes, I've been diving for sixteen years.

. Yes, | have a wife and children.

. I've been diving many times before | found Elwood.

. Number fifteen June 2012. The weather was clear and calm.
. Theres nothing happen.

. Yes, I'm alone.

10. No.

11. Just one single tank.

12. The water was very quiet and calm and the color was blue.
13. Yes, | saw the ships prow first. It reminds me of Elwood.
14. 1 saw cargo hold two.

15. | saw some fish.

16. No, | didn't enter the ship at Euart's door, | enter cargo hold two.

OO0 NOOTULLE, WN -



17.1didn't see anything, but | am at "C" deck.

18. 1 am thinking about the remains in the ship.

19. The remains are in the "C" deck in the bathroom.

20. | was digging then | saw some bones.

21. | think it was a human being bones.

22. Yes, | know that it was Elwood.

23. | put the remains together.

24. | put them in the same place because | know it was not belong to me.

25. No | didn't, | keep on ground through the ship.

26. | went up to the surface.

27. 1 told my colleague.

28. | told him and we decided to tell Allan Power about what | saw. Just both of us.

29. Then next | told Allan Power everything | saw, then Allan send me to dive and bring one of the bones to him to
prove that it was human beings bone or a animals bone.

30. Then next | told Allan Power everything | saw, then Allan send me to dive and bring one of the bones to him to
prove that it was human beings bone or a animals bone.

(read Ch 1)



The Second Trip to Recover Elwood




Markers of Conscience
Formation




Special Thanks to the Diocese of Arlington

* Soren and Ever Johnson for drawing my attention to Familiaris
Consortio

e Bishop Emeritus Paul S. LoVerde and Karen Luchetti for assistance
finding Ken Higginbotham

* Meredith Hinkle for the invitation to speak today
My Community, the Franciscan Sister of the Eucharist



Captain
Elwood J. Euart,
US Army

You may purchase books from the
table at S20/each or order from
OSV Press or Amazon.




